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Risk Assessment
Generic Risks – Swimming Pool

	HAZARDS
	PERSONS AT RISK
	CONTROLS
	NEW RISKS
	NEW CONTROLS

	Moving kayaks canoes and ancillary equipment
	Participants, coach
	Manual handling injuries caused by weight of equipment and poor manual handling technique. Training in correct manual handling. Procedures for lifting of heavy objects especially kayaks/canoes 
	
	

	Drowning
	Participants, coach
	Buoyancy aids worn when on/near water.

Only removed with permission of coach or at session end.
	
	

	Emptying/rescuing craft
	Participants, coach
	Training in correct manual handling techniques.
	
	

	Water
	Participants, coach
	Assessment of participants’ water confidence. Qualified coach to oversee sessions at all times
	
	

	Back injuries, muscle strains
	Participants, coach
	Correct lifting technique demonstrated by coach.
Manual handling monitored when carrying kayaks.


	
	

	Capsize, entrapment, 
	Participants, coach
	Group briefing to include capsize drill prior to launching.

Adequate pool supervision
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Collision with other water users
	Participants, coach
	No swimming to take place when craft in use. Participants not in craft to stay on poolside unless assisting with instructor. Instructors to be aware of first aid facilities at pool.
	
	

	Slipping, tripping and falling around pool side
	Participants, coach
	Coach supervises launching/recovery of kayaks.
Clear briefing on transport of equipment to include hazard warnings.

Supervision whilst in transit/use.
	
	

	Falling equipment
	Participants, coach
	Suitable and clear stowage areas used.

Use /return of equipment supervised by coach.

Boats removed/returned from racks under supervision of coach.
	
	


Reviewed: 23rd November 2021















Review update no later than:  November 2022
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